Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 06339 081436Z 
53 

ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 10-14 ISO-OO EURE-00 NEA-14 ACDA-19 SAM-01 

SAJ-01 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-07 H-03 INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 

PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 CCO-OO OPR-02 DRC-01 /138 W 

005665 

O 081422Z AUG 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5532 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE 

SECRET ANKARA 6339 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TU, GR, CY 

SUBJECT: CYPRUS: TURK AIR ALERT 

1. AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE THROUGH US MILITARY REPORTING, 

LAST NIGHT INCIRLIK WENT ON MAXIMUM ALERT. THIS 
INVOLVES 29 F-100 AIRCRAFT LOADED WITH 750-LB BOMBS AND 
ROCKETS AND 8 RF-84-F RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT. CONTROL 
TOWER WHICH HAD BEEN REDUCED TO TWO TURK CONTROLLERS NOW 
INCREASED TO 8 WHICH WAS MAXIMUM DURING EARLIER FIGHTING. 

2. IT IS NOW 4:30 LOCAL TIME IN AFTERNOON OF AUGUST 8 AND WE 
HAVE BEEN CHECKING ACTIVITIES OTHER AIR BASES (WHERE WE HAVE 
AMERICAN PERSONNEL) THROUGH THE DAY AND UNTIL VERY RECENTLY 
REPORTS HAVE BEEN "NO CHANGE IN STATUS." A SHORT TIME AGO, 
HOWEVER, WE LEARNED THAT TURKISH AIR BASE AT MERTED (APPROXI- 
MATELY 25 MILES WEST OF ANKARA) HAD PLACED ALL ITS AIR AND 
GROUND CREWS ON ALERT AND HAD LOADED ITS F-104 AIRCRAFT WITH 
BOMBS AND ROCKETS. 

3. WE DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW WHAT IS BEHIND THIS. OUR SPECULATION 
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TALKS; (B) ANTICIPATION OF GREEK CHALLENGE IN "DANGER AREA" 

RECENTLY DECLARED BY TURKS IN WHAT IS NORMALLY GREEK-CONTROLLED 
AEGEAN AIR SPACE; (C) REACTION TO RUMORS THAT TWO GREEK BATTALIONS 
HAVE BEEN LANDED ON CYPRUS; AND (D) A CONTINUATION OF WAR OF NERVES 
AND DUPLICATION OF RECENT GREEK "ONE MINUTE" AIR ALERT. 

4. WHIEL REPORTS FROM THE TWO BASES ARE OF COURSE TROUBLING 
TO US, THERE ARE NO OTHER ATMOSPHERICS AND NO OTHER INDICATIONS 
THAT SUGGEST TURKS ARE ON VERGE OF NEW INITIATIVE. WE WILL OF COURSE 
CONTINUE MONITOR SIUTAION CLOSELY. 

MACOMBER 


SECRET 
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